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Aug. 8: Guatemalan Health Ministry spokesperson Jose Alejandro Romillo Mendez-Ruiz said
treatment of cholera patients costs the government $1,000 per patient. Guatemalan Health Ministry
studies indicate that 85% of foods and 95% of beverages sold by street vendors are contaminated
with human waste and a high percentage with staphylococcus. Mexican deputy health minister
Jaime Sepulveda affirmed that only part of the Rio Suchiate, on the border with Guatemala, is
contaminated with the cholera virus. Aug. 9: In Guatemala City, street fighting was the result
of orders by the Health Ministry to temporarily shut down 10,000 street vendors. Costa Rican
health officials said autopsy reports confirmed that cholera was not the cause of death of an
indigenous woman in Rio Coco de Burica, near the Panamanian border. Aug. 10: Guatemalan
officials canceled the "Feria de la Independencia" in Quetzaltenango department due to fear of
visitors contracting cholera. The Guatemalan Congress approved legislation prohibiting sale of
uncooked food in restaurants and other public establishments. Aug. 12: Salvadoran health officials
said they were investigating the deaths of three persons who exhibited cholera-like symptoms.
Aug. 13: Guatemalan Health Ministry spokesperson Rudy Cabrera reported that 51 cases of cholera
had been confirmed. Guatemalan Health Minister Miguel Angel Montepeque denied reports
that three persons had died from cholera on the southern coast. To the present, he said, no one in
Guatemala has died of the disease. Aug. 14: Honduran health ministry officials ordered preparation
of common graves in Tegucigalpa and other parts of the country in anticipation of the arrival of
cholera. Officials estimate that cholera will cause 1,000 deaths within the first three months after
the first victims of the disease are confirmed. Guatemalan health officials reported that over 500
persons have been infected by certain species of the shigella bacteria. The bacteria cause dysentery,
or diarrhea and severe "colic-like" abdominal pains. Aug. 16: According to a report by the World
Health Organization (WHO), thus far in 1991, 349,933 cases of cholera, and 9,239 cholera-related
deaths have been confirmed world-wide. Latin America accounts for 275,513 cases and 2,991 deaths.
Honduran Public Health Minister Cesar Castellanos reported the first suspected case of cholera in
the city of San Pedro Sula. Castellanos said a special medical team was dispatched to confirm the
case. Aug. 19: Salvadoran Health Minister Lisandro Vasquez confirmed the nation's first case of
cholera in San Salvador. Aug. 21: Guatemalan Health Ministry spokespersons reported that 60 cases
of cholera had been confirmed and another 100 persons were under observation. (Basic data from
Notimex, 08/08/91; ACAN-EFE, 08/08-10/91, 08/13/91, 08/14/91, 08/16/91; AFP, 08/12/91, 08/19/91,
08/21/91; Deutsche Press Agentur, 08/16/91)

-- End --

©2011 The University of New Mexico,
Latin American & Iberian Institute.
All rights reserved.

Page 1 of 1

